FETY SENS

How To Protect Your Personal Information

by Anne Wallace

(NAPS)—Identity theft can
happen to anyone and that’s why
it’s so important to take steps to
protect your personal information.

One of the best ways to safe-
guard personal information—
Social Security number PIN,
account numbers, and date of
birth—is to treat it like cash. Pro-
tect it and be careful
how you use it.

Here are some
tips from the experts
at ITAC, the Iden-
tity Theft Assistance
Center, a nonprofit
coalition of financial

Anne Wallace Services companies
—___committed to pro-
tecting customers from identity
theft:

e Carry only necessary identifi-
cation with you. Don’t carry your
Social Security card.

e Monitor your online and
paper accounts. You can catch sus-
picious activity more quickly by
monitoring your accounts online.
Immediately report any unusual
activity to your financial services
company.

* Retrieve incoming mail as
soon as possible and don’t put out-
going mail in your mailbox.

e Manage how you “spend”
your personal information by ask-
ing “why do you need it?” if asked
for your Social Security number,
driver’s license number, date of
birth, etc.

e Sadly, fraud and identity
theft are often committed by peo-
ple you know. Are you comfortable

Did You Know?

You can check for suspicious or inac-
curate account activity by reviewing
your credit report. Under federal law,
you are entitled to a free copy of your
credit report from each of the three
national credit-reporting companies at
www.annualcreditreport.com. You can
also protect yourself by signing up with
an identity theft prevention service
such as ITAC Sentinel. You can learn
more about ITAC Sentinel at
www.itacsentinel.com or by calling
(888) 283-1970.
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with the amount of personal infor-
mation that friends, family and
the people who work in and
around your home or office have
access to?

e Be wary of telephone
requests for information. Unless
you initiated the call, do not pro-
vide personal information over the
telephone. The same rule applies
to requests for information in e-
mails and at your front door.

* When shopping online, use
only secure Web sites. Look for
online seals to make sure you are
dealing with a reputable com-
pany. The seal verifies that a
company is committed to its pri-
vacy policies.

* Beware of urgent e-mails
asking you to disclose personal
and financial information. These
“phishing” schemes often use a
bank or government logo to trick
you into believing the e-mail is
legitimate.

® You can check for suspicious
or inaccurate account activity by
reviewing your credit report. Or
you can protect yourself by signing
up with an identity theft preven-
tion service such as ITAC Sentinel.
You can learn more about ITAC
Sentinel at www.itacsentinel.com
or by calling (888) 283-1970.

Anne Wallace is president of
ITAC, the Identity Theft Assis-
tance Center (www.identitytheft
assistance.org). ITAC is a non-
profit supported by financial ser-
vices companies that protects con-
sumers through partnerships with
law enforcement, education and
identity management services.

Identity theft can happen to
anyone and that’s why it’s so
important to take steps to pro-
tect your personal informa-
tion. /// How To Protect Your
Personal Information




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /None
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages true
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth 4
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /RunLengthEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [864.000 1188.000]
>> setpagedevice


